Greetings in the wonderful name of our Mighty Savior, Christ Jesus our Lord!
Once again too much time has passed since we’ve sent out a news letter. I want to begin by thanking you for your continued prayers and notes/emails. What a blessing it is to have friends that care. Since our last letter we have received a few special offerings to help with ministry expenses – what an answer to prayer you have been – thank you so much for your generous giving and your continued faithfulness to obey the voice of the Lord.

Just to fill you in a little… we have been diligently trying to rent a certain cane house in the barrio for our ministry program with children and young people. However, it seems the owner is not that interested in renting to us. So the Lord is showing us other possibilities. We will check into renting other properties, as well as the possibility of purchasing a small lot to construct a cane building to be used as a church. Please pray that the Lord would open the right doors and that we will make the right contacts and that soon this situation will be resolved. 
We are still searching for a location for the Manta Church. Now with the Christmas season full underway we are really hoping to have a place by the end of the year so we can celebrate the coming in of the New Year together with our small congregation – in “our church.”

God is good and His mercy endures forever! Leo has been diligently working, preparing for the upcoming graduation of the Bible Seminaries. There are many pastors that have not completed the necessary education in order to continue with the “higher education” now required by the government. Leo has been holding intensive studies for these pastors (going to three different cities twice a month to teach). These pastors will also be graduating and then they will begin their “university studies” with those that are already studying in this program. Please pray for the Seminary Graduation taking place Saturday, December 12th at 10am (and the graduations in Machala, Quevedo, and the Peninsula during the following week).

Meri has found herself in an interesting situation. Her friend Carmen from the city of Machala had a problem with one of the English teachers in her school. Meri was going to Machala a few days every week for about a month to help with the situation. As a final result, the teacher decided it was easier to quit than to do her job properly and now Meri is filling in as a substitute English Teacher until the middle of January! This added responsibility has left her travel weary to say the least (Machala is about an 8 hour drive from Manta). Please pray for Meri as she continues with this schedule of teaching plus the other responsibilities as wife and Pastor.

Since we’ve last written there has been much activity in our lives… Meri went to Quito the beginning of September to receive her documentation and then went to nearby Portoviejo to apply for and receive her Cedula (government issued ID)… she is now a dual citizen of the USA and Ecuador ( Shortly thereafter she began her weekly trips to Machala. Also during the month of September we had our first All Church Fellowship in which we prepared a yummy Bar-B-Q and invited the whole congregation and asked them to invite family and friends that did not go to church. As a result of this “fellowship/outreach” there were about 10 first time visitors and we were able to make an impact on their lives. 7 of them are now coming to our services a few times a month and there are others that we are in contact with and we believe that they too will come to know the Lord and will become a part of the congregation.

October was a month filled with great joy, blessings, and an overwhelming sense of God’s hand of protection on our lives. Leo was in charge of the Seminary Student’s Retreat in October, and there were a few invited guests from other countries. It was SO good to see Pastor Richard (from Scottsdale, AZ) again! We were able to visit and I got caught up on happenings in the church. He brought with him a special missions offering that the church had been collecting – we added a bit to that offering and were finally able to get the small freezer we needed. God is SOOOOO good! We always need to have something on hand to serve with coffee, tea, Kool-Aid, etc. and the little freezer that comes with the refrigerator is just not big enough to store things in. Now I am able to make muffins, cookies, breads, etc. to always have something on hand when we have leadership training, counseling, planning meetings, unexpected visitors, etc.
The Sunday after the retreat we went to Milagro (where Meri lived for three years) for the dedication of their new church. What joy it is to see the handiwork of the Lord. The church was many, many years in the making and now it is a reality. A beautiful building, but more than that, a beautiful testimony of God’s faithfulness and His people working together for His kingdom and for His glory.

The day after the dedication we went to Machala – Leo was teaching and Meri thought she would be teaching, too. As it turns out, the kids were on vacation that week. So on Wednesday Leo went on to Quevedo and Meri went to Salinas with her friends. Here I could insert a dramatized version of the happenings that followed, but I will spare you and give you the short version. Meri had just helped to bring all the things into the house they would be staying in when three armed men entered the house and told everyone to go to the back of the house. They came in with their guns and cocked them, ready to use. “Someone” said that they were police and that they were there to protect us from the thieves that were outside. This in her mind, Meri was very calm and did what they said – thinking all the while that they were there to protect her.  Well, sometime later Meri finally realized that these men were the thieves and that their lives were in danger. Long story short… Meri lost her watch (the one her mother had given her to replace the other one that was stolen a couple of years ago) to the thieves… and they wanted her wedding band. She was unable to get it off her finger and by God’s grace the thief was distracted and Meri was able to keep her ring (and her finger! Often, when a thief demands a ring and the person says it won’t come off – the finger is cut off). Among the items stolen were both Leo’s and Meri’s cameras. As they had recently left a special event and Leo was trying to travel light, Meri had both cameras with her. We are currently without any way of taking (therefore sending) pictures. Please pray for us regarding this need. Leo feels we need something a little more professional than what we had so that we can take pictures for publishing (in newsletters, brochures, blogs, etc.).
The last weekend in October we went to the National Foursquare Convention. This is always a good time to see pastor friends that we hadn’t seen in a long time. While at convention we meet a young American couple that is in the process of becoming missionaries to Ecuador. How well Meri remembers the process and the agony of “waiting.”

That brings us to November… Busy as ever. Leo travels every week, sometimes coming home after a whole week of traveling. Meri travels every week leaving Sunday after morning church and returning Wednesday – sometimes in time for evening church and sometimes not. Then often on Thursday we travel together… or have one day in which to pay all the bills and make visits, etc. before we need to travel again – returning home in time for Sunday morning church. Please pray for us both regarding our travel schedules. It is difficult at times. 

Last week we celebrated our first Thanksgiving together (last year Leo was in Brazil). We invited a few friends to come and spend the holiday with us. It was a great time of fellowship and we look forward to doing it all over again next year! Now we are beginning to make plans for a Christmas program in the church and beginning to think about New Years Eve plans. Meri will be helping in Machala until the middle of January and Leo promises that his travel schedule for next year will be lighter, dedicating more time to the ministry here in Manta.
This thanksgiving I counted you as one of God’s many blessings in our lives this year. Thanks for being there… praying, sharing, giving words of encouragement, sending a love offering, keeping in touch. You are our life support system! It would be wonderful to hear from you during the month of December – we do have our own PO Box here in Manta… our address is: Leo & Meri Ruiz • PO Box 469 • Manta, Manabi • Ecuador, South America
As always if you would like to make a tax-deductable donation it can be sent to: Grace Chapel - 8524 E Thomas Road - Scottsdale, AZ 85251  
In the palm of His hand,

Leo & Meri

